
AMHS REQUIREMENTS FOR MARINERS 

This PowerPoint (PPT) Presentation is for Alaska 
Marine Highway System (AMHS) Mariners.  It contains 
an overview of the USCG issued Merchant Mariner Card 
(MMC) as related to AMHS Dispatch requirements and 
Minimum Qualifications (MQ’s) for shipboard positions. 

It  includes: 

 MMC “Capacities” (Endorsements/Ratings)  

 National (U.S.) & STCW (International) Endorsements 

 The USCG application process & USCG Checklists 

 USCG Medical Card 

 STCW/National Courses  

 AMHS Sea Service Letters  

 Record Keeping at AMHS 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 



MMC OVERVIEW  
 AMHS MARINERS & INFORMATION  

CONTAINED  

IN THE USCG MMC BOOKLET 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 



MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

 The Merchant Mariners 
Credential (MMC) is a 
passport style booklet 

 The first page of the MMC 
(Figure 1) contains personal 
information about the 
Mariner…..  

 

 

  

“Personal Data” 
Page of MMC 

 

Mariner’s 
Reference # 

The MMC is not valid unless  
it is signed by the Mariner 

MMC  
Document # 

                 

Issue  
Date 

                 

Expiration  
Date 

                 



 All Mariners are issued a MMC 

with Entry Level Capacities 

(Figure 2)  

 Ordinary Seaman  

 Stewards Dept. (FH)* 
* Food Handler (FH) - see next slide  

 Wiper 
 

 The “Entry Level  Ratings”  

may be referred to as a Capacity,  

an Endorsement, or a Rating 
 

 Entry Level Ratings are 
referred to as “National” or 
“U.S./Domestic” 

 

First Middle Last  

 The pages following the “Personal Data Page” are those that contain the 
Mariner’s professional “Capacities” and “Limitations Applying” 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 



* (FH) = Food Handler 

* Required for all in the 
AMHS Stewards Dept. 

* Mariners must apply for the 
FH Endorsement 

* Statement needed from 
licensed physician, physician 
assistant or nurse practitioner  
(Figure 3)  attesting that the 
applicant is free of 
communicable diseases in 
accordance with 46 CFR, Part 
10.215 (d)(2) 

* Applications that do not 
specifically request the food 
handler endorsement will be 
issued without it 

* If you do not qualify for the 
endorsement, notify your 
shore side supervisor  

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/announcements/pdfs/food_handler.pdf 

http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/announcements/pdfs/food_handler.pdf


 AS MARINERS ADVANCE IN THEIR CAREERS, THEY OBTAIN ENDORSEMENTS 
TO THEIR MMC.  WHILE THE MMC IS CURRENT, THE USCG ISSUES 
ENDORSEMENTS IN THE FORMS OF LABELS (STICKERS) TO BE PASTED INTO 
THE MMC BOOKLET.  THEN WHEN THE MMC IS RENEWED, THE 
ENDORSEMENTS ARE PREPRINTED TO THE MMC PAGES…  

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements  and Licenses including Certificates of  
Registry… 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 



As Mariners advance in their maritime 
education/careers, the following are added 
to the MMC Booklet: 

 National (U.S.) Endorsements and 
Ratings 

 International (STCW) Endorsements 

 Licenses - Deck & Engineering 
Officers 

 Certificates of Registry for Pursers 

 Pilotage and HSC Routes (Deck 
Officers) 

 The US Coast Guard 719B 
Application is used to apply for all 

of the Endorsements  
 (Figure 4) 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 



Question #1: What do the endorsements to the MMC look like?  Answer: 

All endorsements to the MMC are listed under the “Capacity” column. The endorsements 
may be National-Domestic/U.S. or STCW–International.  Note: On each page there are two 
(2) columns:  “Capacity” and  “Limitations Applying (if any)” (Figure 5).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

Q&A 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses… Questions and Answers (Q&A) 

 

 



 All AMHS Mariners obtain the 
National Rating of: 

 Lifeboatman 

 O/S, Wiper, Steward (F.H.)  

 
 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses… Questions and Answers (Q&A)  
 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

All AMHS Mariners 
obtain the STCW 
Endorsements: 

 

Basic Training  
• Formerly Basic Safety 

Training 

• Acronym - BST or BT 

• STCW Regulation VI/1 

 

Security Awareness 
• Lowest level security 

endorsement  

• Acronym - SA 

• STCW Regulation VI/6 

 

Proficiency in 
Survival Craft  

• Does not include Fast 
Rescue Boats 

• Acronym - PSC 

• STCW Regulation VI/2 

• Lifeboat is the National 
counterpart  

 

 

First Middle Last 

  

First Middle Last  

Question #1 continued:  What do the endorsements look like?   

Q&A 

 The images below are of an Entry Level Mariner’s MMC  

 Lifeboatman is the highest “Capacity” achieved  

 The image on the left is of the STCW Endorsements and the 
image on the right is of the National Ratings 

“STCW” 

 

“National” 

 



Question #2:  How do I know if the endorsements cited on the MMC are STCW 
(International) or National (U.S.)?  Answer: The easiest way to identify the 
internationally recognized STCW Endorsements are by the Roman Numerals listed at the top of 
the page. (See Figure 6)  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 
AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…Questions and Answers (Q&A) 
 

 

STCW: 

The Roman Numerals indicate the chapter 
and regulation numbers as found in the 
STCW Code 

 

The regulations that apply to AMHS 
Mariners are:   

 Chapter II. Master & Deck 
Department  

  Chapter III. Engine Department 

 Chapter IV. Radio Operators  

 Chapter VI: Emergency, 
Occupational Safety, Medical Care, 
and Survival Functions 

 

 

 

 

 

First Middle Last  

Q&A 



This mariner works in the Deck 
Department…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses… 

 
 

STCW Regulations cited on this 
MMC: 

 Regulation II/4 - Rating Forming 
Part of   a Navigational Watch 
(RFPNW) 

 Regulation II/5 - Able Seafarer-
Deck 

 Regulation VI/1 - Basic Safety 
Training and Familiarization 

 Regulation VI/2 - Proficient in the 
Use of Survival Craft, Rescue Boats 
and Fast Rescue Boats 

 Regulation VI/3 - Advanced Fire 
Fighting 

 Regulation VI/6 - Vessel Personnel 
Designated with Security Duties / 
Security Awareness  

 

 

 

 

 

Q&A 



This mariner works in the 
Deck Department…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses… 

 
 

National Ratings cited on this MMC: 

 Able Seaman – Unlimited 

• Able Seaman has replaced the entry 
level rating or “Capacity” of 
“Ordinary Seaman” 

 Lifeboatman 

• Lifeboatman has been added 

 Wiper 

• Mariner still has this entry level 
rating * 

 Steward’s Department (FH) 

• Mariner still has this entry level 
rating * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Middle Last  

*Entry level ratings for the departments the mariner does not “raise in grade” remain on the MMC  
indefinitely.  Therefore, each time the MMC is renewed, the entry level endorsements  cited in the “Capacity” 
column remain (so long as the mariner does not upgrade in that department).  In the example above, the 
mariner is an Able Seaman but the Wiper and Steward Department Endorsements remain on the MMC. 

 

 

 

 

Question #2 continued:  How do I know if the endorsements cited 
on the MMC are STCW (International) or National (U.S.)?  

Q&A 



MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

 
 

 

Question #3: Can the Endorsements be 
essentially for the same “Capacity”?    
 

• Answer: They can be… 
 
 Note: STCW Endorsements are free and National   

Endorsements/Ratings have a fee associated  
 

 For example, Lifeboatman has a fee but its STCW 
counterpart “Proficiency in Survival Craft (PSC)” is 
free 

 
 In order to qualify for both endorsements, the 

mariner must have 180 days of sea service and 
complete an approved (by the USCG) Lifeboat/PSC 
course 

 
 Additionally, to qualify for the PSC Endorsement, 

the Mariner must complete Basic Training  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many 
Ratings, Endorsements and 

Licenses…Questions and Answers (Q&A) 

 
 

S
T
C
W 

U.
S. 

Q&A 



AS MARINERS ADVANCE IN THEIR CAREERS, THEY OBTAIN 
ENDORSEMENTS TO THEIR MMC.   

THE NEXT SECTION COVERS MARINER RESOURCES 
USCG CHECKLISTS  

 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements  

 and Licenses including Certificates of Registry… 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 



MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

See USCG Checklists: 
National Maritime Center 

http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/checklists/default.asp 

 

 Look up the checklists for “National 
Ratings” and “STCW Ratings” either in 

the Engine or Deck Department 

 
 

Checklists  

 Specify requirements for: 

 Qualifying sea service, 
experience and education 

 

 Mariner’s age, exams, 
medical, identification, etc. 

 

 Applicable statutes in the 
Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR)  & other USCG 
publications such as NVICs 

 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses… 

 
 

http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/checklists/default.asp


USCG Checklists:  To view all “Checklists” go to The National Maritime Center (NMC) 
website  guidance for Mariners  Page http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/default.asp  

 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

 USCG checklists help mariners 
determine the qualifications they 
need for various Ratings and 
Officer Endorsements 

 Checklists are updated based 
upon Federal law & and USCG 
policies 

 Review both National and STCW 
Ratings checklists to determine 
eligibility and/or what to apply for 
on your USCG 719B Application 

 For Example; Lifeboatman 
has a National and 
International (STCW) 
checklist (see Figure 7)   

 AMHS requires crew members 
to obtain both endorsements  

 The STCW endorsements are 
free 

 

http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/default.asp


AS MARINERS ADVANCE IN THEIR CAREERS, THEY OBTAIN 
ENDORSEMENTS TO THEIR MMC.  ENDORSEMENTS ARE PRINTED 
IN THE “CAPACITY COLUMN.  THIS NEXT SECTION COVERS THE 

USCG MMC ENDORSEMENTS THAT AMHS MAY REQUIRE FOR 
MARINERS IN EACH DEPARTMENT ONBOARD THE SHIPS. 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements  

 and Licenses including Certificates of Registry… 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 



National Endorsements STCW Endorsements 

See USCG Checklists 
Requirements are listed in the Deck Rating STCW 
Checklists…. 

 Basic Training (VI/1) 

 Security Awareness (VI/6) 
 Vessel Personnel with Designated Security Duties (VPDSD) 

~ recommended/optional ~ 

 Proficiency in Survival Craft (VI/2)  

• 1 year  sea service needed 

 

 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

See USCG Checklists 
Steward requirements (other than entry level) 
are listed in the Deck Ratings Checklists… 

 Steward (FH) 
 National Entry Level Ratings 

 Lifeboatman 
 1 year  sea service needed 

Question #3:  Which endorsements should AMHS Stewards Department Mariners have?  
Answer:  See the National and STCW columns below. Note: As Mariner’s sea service and level of 
responsibility increases so will the level of endorsements and ratings.  The lists below show the minimum 
endorsements needed. 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…Questions and Answers (Q&A) 

 
 

Q&A 



National Endorsements STCW Endorsements 

See USCG Checklists 
Requirements are listed in the Deck Officer & Deck 
Rating STCW Checklists…. 

 Basic Training (VI/1) 

 Medical Person in Charge (VI/4) 

 Proficiency in Survival Craft (VI/2) 

 Vessel Personnel with Designated Security Duties 
(VPDSD) (VI/5) 

 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

See USCG Checklists 
Purser requirements are listed in the Staff 
Officers Checklist… 

 Certificate of Registry (COR) for: 

• Chief Purser 

• Purser or Sr. Assistant Purser 
 (See MQ~ Purser maybe substituted for Sr. Asst. Purser) 

• Jr. Purser 

 Lifeboatman  
• Look under the Deck Ratings Tab  

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…Questions and Answers (Q&A) 
 

 Question #4:  Which endorsements should AMHS Pursers Department Mariners have?  
Answer:  See the National and STCW columns below. Note: As Mariner’s sea service and level of 
responsibility increases so will the level of endorsements and ratings.   

Q&A 



National Endorsements STCW Endorsements 

See USCG Checklists 
Requirements are listed in the Deck Ratings STCW 
Checklists…. 

 Basic Training (VI/1) 

 Proficiency in Survival Craft (VI/2) 

 Fast Rescue Boat (VI/2-2)  

• This endorsement is now printed in the Capacity column-
“VI/2-2” is not printed on the MMC as it falls under VI/2 

  Vessel Personnel with Designated Security Duties 
(VPDSD) (VI/5) 

 Ratings Forming Part of a Navigational Watch 
(RFPNW) (II/4) 

 Able Seafarer-Deck (II/5) 

 Advanced Firefighting (VI/3) 

 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

See USCG Checklists 
Unlicensed Deck requirements are listed in the 
Deck Ratings Checklists… 

 Ordinary Seaman 

 Lifeboatman 

 Able Seaman  
• AB Special, AB Limited or AB Unlimited  

• Master 100 Ton ~ Lituya only 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…Questions & Answers (Q&A) 
 

 Question #5:  Which endorsements should the AMHS Unlicensed Deck Department Mariners 
have?  Answer:  See the National and STCW columns below. Note: As Mariner’s sea service and level of 
responsibility increases so will the level of endorsements and ratings.   

Q&A 



National Endorsements STCW Endorsements 

See USCG Checklists 
Licensed Deck requirements are listed in the Deck 
Officers Checklists… 

 Basic Training (VI/1) 

 Proficiency in Survival Craft (VI/2) 

 Fast Rescue Boat (VI/2-2)  

• This endorsement is now printed in the Capacity column-
“VI/2-2” is not printed on the MMC as it falls under VI/2 

 Vessel Security Officer (VI/6)  

 Vessel Personnel with Designated Security Duties 
(VPDSD) (VI/5) 

 Advanced Firefighting (VI/3) 

 Global Marine Distress & Safety Systems    
(GMDSS) (IV/2) 

 Medical First Aid Provider (VI/4) 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

See USCG Checklists 
Licensed Deck requirements are listed in the 
Deck Officers Checklists… 

Licenses for: 

 Master 

• Inland or Unlimited  

• AGT of Self Propelled (Motor) Vessels  

• HSC FWX Class Vessels 
• Valid for two (2) years 

 Mate 

• Inland or Unlimited  

 Chief Mate, 2nd Mate, 3rd Mate or 
Mate 

 AGT of Self Propelled (Motor) 
Vessels  

• HSC FWX Class Vessels 
 Valid for two (2) years 

Question #6:  Which endorsements should the AMHS Licensed Deck Department Mariners 
have?  Answer:  See the National and STCW columns below. Note: As Mariner’s sea service and level of 
responsibility increases so will the level of endorsements and ratings.   

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…Questions & Answers (Q&A) 
 

 

Q&A 



National Endorsements STCW Endorsements 

 Master (II/2) *(see limitation applying) 

 Officer in Charge of a Navigational Watch 
(OICNW) (II/1) *(see limitation applying) 

* Negative Endorsements: The following endorsements 

are not printed in the STCW Capacity column.  Note: If  the 
officer does not obtain the course(s) as appropriate, then 
the phrase “Not valid after December 31, 2016” is  printed 
in the “Limitation Applying” column.  The limitation(s) are 
printed next to the OICNW  or  Master Endorsements…. 

 Electronic Chart & Information Systems (ECDIS)  

 Leadership and Managerial Skills 

• 1-Day Leadership & Teamwork course required for 
2nd/3rd Mates.   Leadership and Managerial Skills is 
the higher level course; which is accepted in lieu 
of the 1-Day course 

 

 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

 Radar Unlimited 

 Radar Unlimited Certificate of Completion 
(Original, Refresher or Recertification) must be 
current.  The certificate proves the endorsement 
is valid; certificates are valid for five (5) years  

 First Class Pilot - Pilotage Areas 

• One time only; renewed w/MMC every 5 
years 

 HSC Routes 

• Valid for two (2 ) years 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…Questions and Answers (Q&A) 

 
 Question #6 continued:  Which endorsements should the AMHS Licensed Deck Department 

Mariners have?  Answer:  See the National and STCW columns below. Note: As Mariner’s sea service 
and level of responsibility increases so will the level of endorsements and ratings.   

Q&A 



National Endorsements STCW Endorsements 

See USCG Checklists 
Requirements are listed in the Engine Ratings 
STCW Checklists…. 

 Basic Training (VI/1) 

 Security Awareness (VI/6) 
 Vessel Personnel with Designated Security Duties 

(VPDSD) ~ recommended/optional ~ 

 Proficiency in Survival Craft (VI/2) 

 Ratings Forming Part of an Engine Watch 
(RFPEW) (III/4) 

 Able Seafarer-Engine (III/5) 

 Fast Rescue Boat (VI/2-2)  

• Recommended for  Jr. Engineers 

• This endorsement is now printed in the  
Capacity column-“VI/2-2” is not printed  
on the MMC as it falls under VI/2 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

See USCG Checklists 
Unlicensed Engine requirements are listed in the 
Engine Ratings Checklists… 

 Wiper 

 Lifeboatman 

 QMED  

• Oiler or Jr. Engineer  

Question #7:  Which endorsements should the AMHS Unlicensed Engine Department 
Mariners have?  Answer:  See the National and STCW columns below. Note: As Mariner’s sea service and 
level of responsibility increases so will the level of endorsements and ratings.   

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…Questions and Answers (Q&A) 

 

 

Q&A 



National Endorsements STCW Endorsements 

See USCG Checklists 
Licensed Engine requirements are listed in 
the Engine Officers Checklists… 

 Basic Training (VI/1) 

 Proficiency in Survival Craft (VI/2) 

 Security Awareness (VI/6) 
 Vessel Personnel with Designated Security 

Duties (VPDSD) ~ recommended/optional ~ 

 Advanced Firefighting (VI/3) 

 Medical First Aid Provider (VI/4) 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

See USCG Checklists 
Licensed Engine requirements are listed in the  
Engine Officers Checklists… 

Licenses for: 

 Chief 

• Motor Vessels Of Any Horsepower 

• HSC FWX Class Vessels 

• Valid for two (2) years 

 

 

 

Question #8:  Which endorsements should the AMHS Licensed Engine Department Mariners 
have?  Answer:  See the National and STCW columns below. Note: As Mariner’s sea service and level of 
responsibility increases so will the level of endorsements and ratings.   

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…Questions and Answers (Q&A) 
 

 

Q&A 



National Endorsements STCW Endorsements 

See USCG Checklists 
Licensed Engine requirements are listed 
in the Engine Officers Checklists… 

 Chief Engineer (III/2) *(see limitations applying) 

 Officer in Charge of an Engine Watch (OICEW) 
(III/1) *(see limitations applying) 

* Negative Endorsements: The following endorsements 
are not printed in the STCW Capacity column.  Note: If  the 
officer does not obtain the course(s) as appropriate, then the 
phrase “Not valid after December 31, 2016” is  printed in the 
“Limitation Applying” column.  The limitation(s) are printed 
next to the OICEW  or  Chief Engineer Endorsements…. 

 Leadership and Managerial Skills 
• 1-Day Leadership & Teamwork course required for 

2nd/3rd A/E.   Leadership and Managerial Skills is the 
higher level course; which is accepted in lieu of the 
1-Day course 

 Engine Room Resource Management 

 Management  of Electrical & Electronic  

      Control Equipment (MEECE or MEECE Refresher) 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

See USCG Checklists 
Licensed Engine requirements are listed in the  
Engine Officers Checklists… 

Licenses for: 

 Assistant Engineer A/E 

 1st A/E 2nd a/E or, 3rd A/E 

 Motor Vessels any Horsepower 

 Assistant Engineer 

• HSC FWX Class Vessels 

• Valid for two (2) years 

 

 

 

 

Question #8 continued:  Which endorsements should the AMHS Licensed Engine Department 
Mariners have?  Answer:  See the National and STCW columns below. Note: As Mariner’s sea service and 
level of responsibility increases so will the level of endorsements and ratings.   

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…Questions and Answers (Q&A) 
 

 

Q&A 



THIS NEXT SECTION CONTAINS: 
 A QUICK LIST OF STCW REGULATIONS  THAT MAY BE CITED ON 

THE MMC (WHEN APPLYING/RENEWING)  
AND  

SUMMARY OF USCG MEDICAL CERTIFICATES 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 



STCW Regulations 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

Chapter II Master & Deck   

• II/1 OICNW 

• II/2 Master, C/Mate 500 GT or More 

• II/4 RFPNW 

• III/4 Able Seafarer Engine 

 

Chapter III Engine 

• II/1 OICEW 

• III/2 C/Engineer  

• III/4 RFPEW 

• III/5 Able Seafarer Engine 

 

Chapter IV Radio Operators  

• IV/2 GMDSS Operator 

 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses… 

 
 

Question #9:  When I renew my MMC, will my current endorsements automatically be transferred to the new 
MMC?  If not, is there a list of STCW Endorsements (that AMHS may require) for me to refer to? Answer:  You 
may need to write in all of the endorsements that you are applying for each time you renew your MMC.  The most up-to-
date list is posted on the USCG NMC website, look on the STCW Tab  http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp ; see also 
listings by STCW chapter numbers below. 

Q&A 

http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp


STCW Regulations 

Chapter VI STCW Special Training:  Emergency, 
Occupational Safety, Security, Medical & Survival 
Functions: 

• VI/1 Basic (Safety) Training 

• VI/2 Proficiency in Survival Craft (PSC) and rescue boats 
other then fast rescue 

 VI/2 Proficiency in Fast Recue Boats (FRB)  (VI/2-2) 

 New! FRB is only STCW & now printed in the Capacity 
column.  “Valid for service in fast rescue boats” was printed 
in the “Limitations Applying” column.  “ 

 “VI/2-2” is not printed on the MMC as it falls under VI/2 

• VI/3 Advanced Firefighting 

• VI/4 Proficient in Providing Medical First Aid 

• V1/4-2 Proficient in Taking Charge of Medical Care 

• VI/4 is denoted for either endorsements.  See “Capacity” 
column to ascertain if the higher level medical endorsement 
is issued 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 
Question #9 continued:  When I renew my MMC, will my current endorsements automatically be transferred to 
the new MMC?  If not, is there a list of STCW Endorsements (that AMHS may require) for me to refer to? 
Answer:  You may need to write in all of the endorsements that you are applying for each time you renew your MMC.  The 
most up-to-date list is posted on the USCG NMC website, look on the STCW Tab  http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp . 
See also listings by STCW chapter numbers below. 

Chapter VI STCW Special Training: 
Emergency, Occupational Safety, Security, 
Medical & Survival Functions continued… 

 

• VI/5 Vessel Security Officer 

• VI/6 Vessel Personnel Designated with 
Security Duties(VPDSD)/Security 
Awareness (SA) 

• VI/6 is denoted for either endorsement.  
See “Capacity” column to ascertain if the 
higher level security endorsement is issued 

• Security endorsements are progressive; i.e. 
if the higher level endorsement of VSO is 
issued, then VPDSD & SA are included, if 
VPDSD is issued then SA is included 

 Q&A 

STCW Regulations 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…Questions and Answers (Q&A) 

 

 

http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp


MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

STCW Negative Endorsements to MMC Booklet 
 

Deck (AMHS)   

 Electronic Chart Display & Information Systems (ECDIS) 

• All Deck Officers 

 Leadership and Managerial Skills (L&S) 

• Master and Chief Mate  - Management Level 

 Leadership and Teamworking Skills   

• OICNW – Operational Level  (L&S may be completed in lieu of this 
course) 

 

Engine (AMHS)   

 Leadership and Managerial Skills (L&S) 

• C/Engineer & 1st A/E – Management Level 

 Leadership and Teamworking Skills  

• OICEW – Operational Level  (L&S may be completed in lieu of this 
course) 

 Engine Room Resource Management 

Management of Electrical and Electronic Control Equipment 
(MEECE) 

 C/Engineer & 1st A/E – Management Level 
 

 

2010 STCW 
MANILA 

AMENDMENTS  

 

STCW DECK & 
ENGINEERING 

OFFICER 
COURSES TO 

BE COMPLETED 
BY 2017 FOR 

EXISTING 
MARINERS 

 

 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses… 

 

 

Question #9 continued:  When I renew my MMC, will my current endorsements automatically be transferred 
to the new MMC?  If not, is there a list of STCW Endorsements (that AMHS may require) for me to refer to? 
Answer:  You may need to write in all of the endorsements that you are applying for each time you renew your MMC.  The 
most up-to-date list is posted on the USCG NMC website, look on the STCW Tab  http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/stcw/default.asp 

Q&A 
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USCG MEDICAL CERTIFICATES  
 The USCG Medical Certificate proves that mariners meet the 

required medical and physical standards needed for the 
National (U.S.) and STCW (International) 
Endorsements/Capacities shown in the MMC Booklet  

 

 The STCW & U.S. dates (shown at the top of the Medical 
Certificate) must be current.  If the dates are not current 
then the corresponding National and/or STCW 
Endorsements to the MMC are not current 

 

 AMHS Crew Members should renew their USCG Medical 
Certificate approximately every two (2) years per the 
STCW Expire Date indicated on the certificate.  AMHS 
counts this date as the validity date of the document 

 

 Resources for AMHS Crew Members: 
 The AMHS Internal Resources 

https://web.dot.state.ak.us/amhs/operations_index.shtml 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The (New) AMHS Learning (New Employees) 

http://amhslearningportal.alaska.gov/p2/ 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 
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THIS NEXT SECTION CONTAINS QUESTIONS/ANSWERS REGARDING USCG APPROVED 
COURSES.  IT INCLUDES INFORMATION ABOUT AMHS SEA TIME LETTERS.   

SEA TIME LETTERS MAY BE NEEDED TO SHOW SEA SERVICE ACHIEVED  

IN ORDER TO QUALIFY FOR ENDORSEMENTS/RATINGS  AS CITED IN USCG CHECKLISTS  

 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements  and Licenses including Certificates of Registry… 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 



MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

STCW Courses 

 RORO Crowd Management 

• Required for all crew members 

 

 RORO Crisis Management 

• Required for Deck and Engineering Officers 

• Required for Pursers 

• Recommended for Able Seaman and Jr. 
Engineers 

Other 

 High-Speed Craft (HSC) Rating for 
Unlicensed Personnel 

• Note: Type-Rating for Officers is endorsed to 
the MMC 

 

USCG Approved Courses 
NOT Endorsed to MMC 

Question #10:  Do all USCG approved courses result in an endorsement to the Capacity 
column(s) in the MMC (National or STCW)? Answer:  No.  Not all certificates of completion result in an 
endorsement.  However, submit the certificates to you local USCG Regional Exam Center (REC) for your 
USCG Mariner File.    

H
S
C 

Q&A 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…Questions and Answers (Q&A) 
 

 



AMHS CBT/Web Courses 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

The following computer based training (CBT) courses 
(located on the internet) follow regulatory requirements but 
are not USCG approved. These courses may include 
information that is specific to AMHS. 
 

 STCW RORO Vessels Familiarization Training 
•AMHS specific web course posted on the AMHS Learning 
Portal  

 HAZMAT Basic & Advanced 
• These courses are located on the Seagull AS website 

• Note: The STCW courses available on the Seagull site are 
intended as Introduction/Refresher Training 

 Maritime Security Awareness (MSA) 
• This course is located on the AMHS Security website 

• This course must be completed to qualify for a company 
letter to the USCG stating the Mariner qualifies for the 
STCW Endorsement “Vessel Personnel with Designated 
Security Duties”  

 Security 001 – This course is presented at the Spring New Hire 
Orientations 

• This course must be completed to qualify for a company letter 
to the USCG stating the Mariner qualifies for the STCW 
Endorsement “Security Awareness” 

 

Question #11:  Are all courses required by AMHS “USCG Approved”?  Answer: No.  While AMHS 
requires many courses, not all are USCG Approved.  It is not necessary to submit these course certificates 
to the USCG for your mariner file.   

Q&A 



USCG Approved Courses 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

The USCG Approved courses listed below are the most commonly 
requested/offered by AMHS.  * Denotes sea service requirement 

 Able Seaman* 

 Advanced Firefighting 

 Basic Training (Formerly Basic Safety Training) 

 ECDIS 

 Fast Rescue Boat 

 High Speed Craft (Officers) 

 Medical Person in Charge/Medical Care Provider 

 Proficiency in Survival Craft/Lifeboatman* 

 QMED Oiler* 

 Ratings Forming Part of a Navigational Watch* 

 Vessel Personnel with Designated Security Duties 

 Vessel Security Officer  

Question #12:  How do I find USCG Approved Courses?  Once I complete a course, how long 
do I have to submit the certificate of completion to my local REC to obtain the corresponding 
Endorsement(s)? Answer(s): A comprehensive list of approved courses and providers is posted on the 
USCG NMC website http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/courses/default.asp?tab=1#TabbedPanels1  and as a rule of 
thumb, all course certificates of completion must be submitted within one (1) year of the completing the 
class.   

http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/courses/default.asp?tab=1#TabbedPanels1
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MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

Question #13:  How do I show I have met the sea service requirement? Answer: The sea service 
requirements needed to apply for Capacities/Endorsements are shown on the USCG Checklist(s).  AMHS has 
a Sea Time Desk; the Sea Time Clerk may issue a letter that shows all of the days a mariner has worked on 
AMHS vessel(s).  The letter includes the position and department worked and may include a statement 
regarding the Mariner’s participation in a random drug testing program. 

AMHS Sea Time   
Letter 

 

 

AMHS SEA SERVICE LETTER 

 

Fill out the Sea Time Letter Request Form.  The 
form is posted on the AMHS Internal Resources 
website: https://web.dot.state.ak.us/amhs/ops/forms.shtml  

or,  
 
Send an email directly to the Sea Time 

Clerk seatime@alaska.gov (you will receive an auto-
generated email that includes the information needed 

from you)  or, 
 
Call (907) 228-6840 , or, 

 

Stop by KCO and pick-up/drop off the form  
 

! Allow at least 2-4 weeks for processing 

Sea Letters are issued in the order received 

Q&A 

https://web.dot.state.ak.us/amhs/ops/forms.shtml
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THIS FINAL SECTION COVERS KEEPING YOUR TRAINING/DISPATCH FILE AT AMHS 
CURRENT.  IT INCLUDES A SUMMARY OF RESOURCES FOR AMHS MARINERS 

 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements  and Licenses including Certificates of 
Registry… 
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MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

Send copies of your MMC and Medical Certificate 
to the Ketchikan Central Office (KCO) Attn: 
Training Department ~ Please mail or scan and email 

copies of documents.  Faxed copies are often unreadable and 
the pictures  are not clear 

 

MMC submittals must, 
 Begin with the signed copy of  
  the “Personal Data” page  
 
 End with the final page showing 

Endorsements to the “Capacity and 
“Limitations Applying (if any)” columns 
 

 Include all pages in between   

 
 Continue to send in copies of 

Stickers/Labels to your MMC  
 

 
 

 

 
  

AMHS Training/Dispatch Records 

“Personal Data” 
Page of MMC 

 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses including 
Certificates of Registry…  



MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

Record Keeping at KCO 

 
 AMHS has specific requirements, mandated by 

law, for record-keeping both shipboard and at 
KCO.  Documents are entered to the AMHS 
Training/Dispatch database, ATLAS, at KCO. 

 
 Your documents are essential to the dispatching 

process.  Your records on file in ATLAS are also 
used to evaluate bid applications. If you do not 
keep these documents up-to-date, another 
qualified crew member may be dispatched in 
your place. You may NOT be notified when 
documents on file expire - please be proactive 
and ensure that legible copies are sent to KCO 
regularly.  
 

All documentation can be submitted by one of the 
following methods: 

 Preferred! Scan and e-mail to  “Crew Docs” 
dot.amhs.crew.docs@alaska.gov 

 US Mail to KCO: Training Dept. Attn: Jhen Miller 
7559 North Tongass Highway Ketchikan, AK 
99901  

 Fax to KCO: Training Department Attn: Jhen at 
(907) 228-6872 

 Vessel Interdepartmental Mail  
 Ask your supervisor or vessel purser  

 
 

 
 

  

AMHS  Training/Dispatch 
Database (ATLAS) 

Last, First I.  

AMHS Training/Dispatch 
Records are kept electronically  
& in hard copy folders at KCO  

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses and Certificates of Registry…  

Jhen 

Q&A 

mailto:dot.amhs.crew.docs@alaska.gov
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AMHS MARINER RESOURCES  
 

 Internet AMHS & USCG  
 The AMHS Internal Resources 

https://web.dot.state.ak.us/amhs/operations_index.shtml 

 

 The (New) AMHS Learning (New Employees) 
http://amhslearningportal.alaska.gov/p2/ 

 
 USCG National Maritime Center http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/default.asp 

 USCG REC Juneau (907) 465-2458 

 

 AMHS Training Department (Ketchikan) 

 AMHS Training Specialist (907) 228-7254  

 AMHS Training Office Asst. (907) 228-7297 

 AMHS “Crew Docs” Email dot.amhs.crew.docs@alaska.gov 

 Training Fax # (907) 228-6872 

 Training Tab - AMHS Internal Resources Website 

https://web.dot.state.ak.us/amhs/ops/training.shtml 

  

 Frequently Requested AMHS Contacts:  

 AMHS Reception Desk (907) 228-7255 

 AMHS Seatime Desk (907) 228-6840 

 AMHS Password Reset Desk (907) 228-6826 

 

 

 

 

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL (MMC) 

AMHS Mariners qualify for many Ratings, Endorsements and Licenses…  

PPT by Amy Wilson 
AMHS Training Specialist  

August 5, 2015 
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